
Sunday, 23rd November 2025

Lecture 1: 10.45 am (IST)

Mumbai Hematology Group
under the aegis of

Dr. Rahul Arora
Consultant Hematologist and BMT
Department of Hematology
Max Hospital, Nagpur

Supported by

From transfusion dependence to independence in 
frontline MDS: COMMANDing results with Rojuzda

Lecture 2: 11.30 am (IST); 7.00 am (Italian time)

Dr. Valeria Santini
Director, MDS Unit
Associate Professor of Hematology
University of Florence
Department of Experimental and
Clinical Medicine
SOD Hematology
AOU Careggi
Florence, Italy

How to use luspatercept and erythropoiesis-
stimulating agents in low-risk myelodysplastic syndrome ?

Hematology Update in MDS



Dr. Rahul Arora

Guest Speaker

Consultant Hematologist and BMT
Department of Hematology
Max Hospital, Nagpur

Consultant Hematologist and BMT Physician, Max Hospital, Nagpur.

Ex-Assistant Professor & Incharge - Department of Hematology & Bone 
Marrow Transplant, AIIMS, Nagpur.

DNB Hematology- Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, Delhi.

MD Medicine - Seth GS medical college and KEM Hospital, Mumbai.
MBBS – IGGMC Nagpur.

Experience of >120 BMT
 
Areas of interest:  BMT & Management of Acute Leukemia, Lymphoma 
Myeloma and Transplant & has published articles in various journals and 
textbooks. 



Dr. Valeria Santini

Guest Speaker

Director, MDS Unit
Associate Professor of Hematology
University of Florence
Department of Experimental and 
Clinical Medicine
SOD Hematology
AOU Careggi
Florence, Italy

Dr. Valeria Santini is Director, MDS Unit, Associate Professor of 
Hematology at the University of Florence Medical School in Florence, 
Italy, where she received her degree in Medicine and Postgraduate 
diploma in hematology (cum laude). 

She worked as an EORTC fellow in experimental hematology from 1988 
to 1991 at the Dr. den Hoed Kliniek, Erasmus University, Rotterdam. 

In 1999, she worked in the Department of Leukemia at MD Anderson 
Cancer Center, University of Texas, Houston. 

Her scientific interests and publications are focused on maturation 
induction and therapeutic targeting of epigenetics modifications, 
myeloid leukemias and myelodysplastic syndromes.    

At present, she is responsible for the MDS and chronic myeloid leukemia 
(CML) program of the Hematology Unit at the University of Florence. 

She is a member of European Hematology Association (EHA), MDS 
Foundation & Italian Society of Experimental Hematology.  

She is a member of the Executive Board of the Italian Society of 
Hematology and the Medical Advisory Board of the Aplastic Anemia & 
MDS International Foundation.



Dr. Ragesh R Nair

Chief Guest

Director
Centre for blood diseases, 
BMT & cancer immunotherapy, Oncology
Meitra Hospital
Calicut 

Dr. Ragesh Nair is a Director, Centre for blood diseases, BMT & cancer 
immunotherapy, Oncology, Meitra Hospital, Calicut 

Member of Indian Society of Hematology & Blood Transfusion (ISHBT)

Member of European Hematology Association (EHA)



Scientific Agenda

Welcome note and introduction of guest speaker
Dr. Amit Khurana, Surat
 
Lecture 1
 Subject From transfusion dependence to 
  independence in frontline MDS:
  COMMANDing results with Rojuzda
 Speaker:  Dr. Rahul Arora, Hematologist, Nagpur
 
Lecture 2 
 Subject How to use luspatercept and 
  erythropoiesis-stimulating agents in 
  low-risk myelodysplastic syndrome ?
 Speaker Dr. Valeria Santini, Florence, Italy
 
Interactive session with Indian discussants
Moderator: Dr. Amit Khurana, Surat
Discussants: Dr. Aishwarya Raj, Ahmedabad
  Dr. Ajay Gupta, Agra
  Dr. Akanksha Garg, Ahmedabad
  Dr. Amit Galgali, Bengaluru
  Dr. Ashok Meshram, Kolkata 
  Dr. Ashutosh Walawalkar, Mumbai
  Dr. Avinash Kumar Singh, Patna
  Dr. Balkrishna Padate, Mumbai
  Dr. Basudev Pokhrel, Hyderabad
  Dr. Digambar Panchal, Mumbai
  Dr. Dipsha Kriplani, Mumbai
  Dr. Gurpreet Kaur, Kolkata
  Dr. Hnin Mya Thanda, Myanmar
  Dr. Jyoti Sawhney, Ahmedabad
  Dr. Kripa Bajaj, Hyderabad
  



Discussants: Dr. Madhupriya Borappa, Bengaluru
  Dr. Mir Mohmad Hussain, Srinagar
 Dr. Mohd. Taha Ali Khan, Hyderabad
 Dr. Mounika Chennareddy, Bengaluru
 Dr. Nakul Tikare, Goa
 Dr. Parthiv Mehta, Bhavnagar
 Dr. Poojitha Reddy, Hyderabad
 Dr. Priyadarshini Peram, Bhubaneswar
 Dr. Roopam Deka, Guwahati
 Dr. Sachin Bansal, Bhopal
 Dr. Saju S V, Madurai
 Dr. Satish Kumar A, Bengaluru
 Dr. Sonia Nagyal, Mumbai
 Dr. Sushma Baishya, Bengaluru 
 Dr. T. Ramadevi, Ahmedabad
 Dr. Tushar Pandey, Bhubaneswar
 Dr. Upendra Sharma, Jaipur
 Dr. Yi Mon Thant, Myanmar
 
Vote of thanks Dr. Amit Khurana, Surat



Registration Link

Click on below link to register:

https://forms.gle/AXStiw9uV3yLPf7W9

All registered delegates will receive the attendee joining link on 
your registered email id. You may also visit our website 
www.mhgindia.com 

Please send your queries related to the webinar on 
kalpesh@perfectsquare.co.in.

Hematology Centre, Ghamat Lodge,
804-A, Dr. B. Ambedkar Road, 
Dadar TT, Mumbai 400014. 
Email ID: mbagarwal1@gmail.com

Mumbai Hematology Group
under the aegis of

www.perfectsquare.co.in

Event Partner: 

Supported by


